
Seated: Mary Corey (Treasurer), Laura Hensler (Vice President), Alex Baumgartner (President), 

Helen Baumgartner (Secretary). Standing: Horace McCarter (Publicity), Emma Dunham (Trustee), 

Earle Scoggins (Sergeant at Arms), Virginia Borsos (Trustee), John Ruley (Historian), Kay Wolfe (Trustee). 

We thank our founding members Mr. and Mrs. Alex and Helen Baumgartner, their family, and peers for 
establishing our premiere Baumgartner Collection. The collection captures a historical snapshot of life in 
Essex and Middle River, Maryland. The collection contains nearly 300 categorical binders documenting 
our community activities with articles, pamphlets, and photographs from 1969 through the 1980s. The 
Heritage Society has scanned the collection to our website to share with our extended community. As 
we continue to build new collections, we are seeking new materials such as photographs and ephemera 
that pertain to the community and business history of Essex and Middle River. Please contact 
essexmuseum@gmail.com if you have historical memories or items to donate or would like to become a 
member. 


The Heritage Society of Essex and Middle River, Inc. 
516 Eastern Blvd, Essex, Maryland 21221 

essexmuseum.com 


Collections processed and scanned by: Rita Sellers, Jenny Parish, and Scott Huffines 
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From Horse Cars To Trolleys--Era Ending 


By Robin Frames 
Soon the tattle of the rails and 
the tinkle of the trolley bell will 
be a thing of tile past. Before the 
end of the the Baltimore 
Transit Company will have to re¬ 
move its two remaining street 
car lines, ending the city’s m 
years of street railway service. 
With buses cruising the streets 
in their stead, a more efficient 
era in public transportation will 
be under way. But old timers 
will deny that the buses can 
match the street cars for local 
color. 

Baltimore began its street car 
era in July, xm, when a horse* 
drawn rail car rumbled through 
the downtown city streets. After 
frying a 3-cent fare, a group of 
interested yet anxious Balti¬ 
moreans rode from the foot of 
Broadway along Baltimore street 
for several blocks. 

Imposing Vehicle 
Witnesses of the historic event 
described the imposing vehicle as 
“a cross between Noahs Ark and 
a gaBy-painied henhouse on 
wheels.” It jumped the trade sev* 
era] times on Its first trip, but 


was reraikd without too much 
difficulty. 

These early horse ears were 
small and much lighter than to¬ 
day’s trolleys. The routes were 
short, but the metorman led any¬ 
thing but an easy life, according 
to George Nixon, whose National 
Capital Historical Museum of 
Transportation wants to b y one 
of the last Baltimore street cars. 

The average working dry was 
eighteen hours, and earned the 
motorman $L75 to $2 a day. Dur¬ 
ing the winter* the stree cars 
were heated by wood stoves, and 
a foot-thick layer of straw on the 
floor served to keep the passen¬ 
gers’ feet warm. 

Blankets Carried 

The motorman had two blan¬ 
kets, Mr. Nixon maintains, which 
were used to cover him during the 
run* and to cover the horse at 
the end of the line 

The first cars were not given 
numbers, but rattier names, often 
quite picturesque. One line, for 
Instance! named its cars aiter 
famous Marylanders* sfl jk at 
Edgar Allan Poe, John Eager 
Howard, and Charles Carroll, An¬ 
other line christened its vehicle! 


after the State’s rivers, such as 
the Gunpowder, Nanticoke and 
Patuxent. 

When the horses were put out 
to pasture, Baltimore was the 
first city to use electric street 
cars. On August 9, 1885* a trial 
run was held, and the next day 
the city’s three cars were put 
into regular service. They were 
named the Morse, the Faraday 
and the Ohm, and were powered 
by a third rail. 

Short-Lived Hun 

But that first run in 1585 was 
short-lived. Other attempts to find 
the ultimate answer in rail scrv* 
ice included cars driven by steam 
and compressed air. as well as 
the famous cable cars. Finally, 
however, electricity was settled 
on as the best method, and in 
August of 1890, the North avenue 
line opened, using an overhead 
trolley. 

Merchants at first objected to 
having street cars miming past 
their shops, for fear of attracting 
lightning and discouraging pa- 
irons, They soon found, however, 
that the reaction was quite the 
opposite. 

In the early days of city rail 


Electric Company, 

Peak In mo’s 

The peak years of the street 
car were the early 1930’s, a lim* 
when Baltimore could boast of 3$ 


7-mile route extends from Over 
tea to Walbrook Junction, 

Transit vehicles had plenty of 
customers through World War 
»! but since then* riders have 


routes with more than 1*300 can f radually but steadily shifted to 


service, a multitude of different j ftnile. run in 189®, and was known i abandoned trolleys are sold to 
companies cropped up, several,'for years as the "Franklin (he public and converted into 

duplicating each other. At one-Square" or ‘‘Red" line. Its cars homes and schoolrooms for only 

ft* 6 f V 0 . , rUD a11 H» few hundred dollars. A four- 

but in 1899* all were consolidator,, ay to Bel Air, but never got f .., B w 

Into the United Railways and any further than Carney, Now Its j memi>ei tenty can have a street 

ear converted to a three-room 

house for $400, and a 32-pupil 
schoolroom costs about $200. 

Trolley buffs also must be con¬ 
sidered. In addition to streetcar 
museums such as the one getting 
started in Baltimore, private in¬ 
dividuals collect cars too. An Air 
Force sergeant in Boston has 
fourteen of them, one acquired 
from the French city of Nancy, 
Fume-Free 

While some motorists loathe 
driving behind the pokey trolleys 
and slipping on the rails, others 
prefer this to breathing the nox¬ 
ious fumes of today’s modern 
buses. 

One fond Baltimore street car 
rider has commented how lux* 
urious the electric cars are com¬ 
pared to their diesel-powered 
counterparts. , 

The trolleys, she paid, are spa- 


travding over 4D0 miles of track. 
The No. 8 line, now running IS 
miles from Towson to GatonsviUt* 
has been one of Baltimore's long- 


tther means of transportation. 
The volume of automobiles as 
m as heavy payroll costs and 
saxes have pul a heavy burden 


est and most colorful lines. In- m many transit companies, 
corpora ted in 1885 as the Towson- Street cars have their own par- 
town Railroad Company, it had Tcular troubles, too. Being eon- 


the city’s only double-decker 
street cars* according to Mr, 
Nixon. 

The No. 3 was originally sup¬ 
posed to extend to Laurel, where 
line from Washington was to 
meet It. It is one of the few 
routes, if not the only one, which 
runs from a county through an 
entire city and back into the 
same county again. 

"Red" Line 

The No, 15, .'he "other remain¬ 
ing line, began its history with a 


feed to their tracks in the mid* 
ille of the street* they often tie 
up traffic in today’s ah'eady car- 
linked streets. City planners* in 
jn effort to beautify downtown 
areas, are anxious to get rid of 
overhead wires and car tracks. 

Useful Items 

What to do with the old street 
cars? Sell them For scrap, per¬ 
haps, but other and less humll- __ „ ^ _ , r _ 

riling Uheb have been found for cious. with ampla leg room, 

them, -*.. 1 1 ' * - ' T ■ * 

In Argentina, for example. 


straps to hold onto and shades 
at the windows. A. 
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Drawing b» Charity R. Htcsni 


Clang Of Trolleys 
To R ing Aga in 

By EARL ARNETT 


For nearly 2 years* the 10 cars belong¬ 
ing to the Baltimore Streetcar Museum 
have rested in various stages of repair in 
the museum’s carbarn on Falls road like 
ornamental antiques. 

Steadily increasing numbers of visitors 
have visited this city-consirucied build¬ 
ing two blocks northwest of Maryland 
avenue in order to inspect and photo¬ 
graph these stationary relics from the 
city's past. But on July 3, they will have 
an opportunity to ride. 

After special 2 P.M. ceremonies mark¬ 
ing the inauguration of the museum as an 
“operating museum/' two carefully and 
lovingly restored cars will clang and clat¬ 
ter down a specially laid track equal to 
all the spirit and dignity with which 
nostalgic memories have endowed them. 

Passengers will purchase special to¬ 
kens (3 for fl* 1 for 50 cents) for the fare 
boxes. A conductor and rootorroan on 
each car, dressed in authentic uniforms, 
will supervise t he quarter-mile ran pa re¬ 
telling Falls mad. 

At the end of the line, passengers wilt 
hear a brief talk about the history of 
streetcars in Baltimore and then return 
to the museum building. 

Rides on July 3 wlB continue until 
darkness fails and will be scheduled from 
1 P.M. to 6 P.M, July. 4 and thereafter on 
Sundays only. 

The other operating car, the Double 
Truck Summer Car No, 1164, was built 
by the J. G, Brille Company In 1902, Tt 
seated 60 people and carried passengers 


to Riverview Park, a Coney Island-type 
resort located near Point Breeze during 
the early part of this century. 

The streetcar era began ^in Baltimore 
in 1859 and lasted until 1963, when the 
last No. 8 disappeared from York road. 
Many people still prefer this mode of 
urban transportation to the Internal com¬ 
bustion engines which now dominate city 
streets. 

The museum became possible due to 
actions by officials with the United Rail¬ 
ways and Electric Company in 1929 to 
store several of the old streetcars for 
their possible historic value. The Balti¬ 
more chapter of the National Railway 
Historical Society, led by George Nixon, 
persuaded the Baltimore Transit Compa¬ 
ny, in 1952 to refrain from scrapping the 
cars until space could be found to store 
them. 

With the aid of the Maryland Historical 
Society and other interested parties, the 
cars sere stored at various locations 
ihmighout the city. Including out-of- 
doors at Lake Roland, until the city built 
the carbarn in 1968 from funds obtained 
from a bond issue. 

The museum is a volunteer, non-profit 
corporation. Without the enthusiasm and 
dedication of its membership, the street¬ 
cars would have disappeared long ago. 
Now, with the track and electric facilities 
available through volunteer labor and 
donations, the museum hopes to make ait 
its 10 cars operable. Streetcars will once 
more run in Baltimore, 








































































































































































Baltimore, Ud. Aug. 6, 1969 


J 


Mr. Alex. If* Baumgartner 
113 Riverside Road 

Baltimore, Md. 21221 

Dear Sir; 

I enjoyed my conversation with you over the telephone several 
days ago, and thought you would like to have some "ana lent** history of 
the Beck k. Middle Rivera electric oar line as I have gathered from several 
souraes. How much of this can be re-published I do not know. 

You will notice the original Company purchased 16 electric cars 
and 1 have been unable to obtain a photo of any one of them, although my 
grandfather and I rode to Middle River in year 1902 on the small 6-bench 
open cars and I would immediately recognize a photo if I saw one. 

I have a picture of car No. 2665 marked "Back River’* whioh dates 
back to year 1906, but this was NOT one of the original cars, but is one 
that UNmD Railways put on the line. That photo should also be at the 
^ssex Library. 

X would like to aee the photo you mentioned of a "23* car marked 
Back River, and hope you will send me a copy, whioh 1 may keep for my car 
collection of pictures. 

The National Railway Historical society meets in the Baltimore 
Life Building, Preston & Howard Sts. every second Monday of the month and 
visitors are welcome. 8 P.M. to 9 P.M. business meetings and from 9 to 
10;30 P.M. usually motion pictures of scenes taken by members while on 
vacations. Mostly steam railroads. 

Hope to hear from you. My telephone 467-6507 and my 
street address 3707 Roland Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 21211. 

Youia very truly, ^ — 

_ ' 

Louis c. Muellsr 


J 


O 






BACK & MIDDLE RIVER ELECTRIC LIKE 


THE BALTIMORE, MIDDLE RIVER & SPARROWS POINT RAILWAY was organised to build a 
road from East Avenue and Baltimore Street to Middle River. Line opened sept. 3, 
1695. Franchiaea were obtained to sparrows point, but the project was never carried 

through. 

From Street Railway Journal 

May, 1894 "Baltimore, Middle River and sparrows point company intends to build an 
electric road estimated 15 miles in length. Geo. R. Willis and F*W. Trimble of 
Baltimore and several Philadelphia people are interested." 

From street Railway Review ; 

Dec. 15, 1894: "Nearly all the grading for the Baltimore, Middle River & Sparrows 
Point Electric Ry. Co. has been finished. Cars will be running by February." 

Feb. 15, 1695 - "Baltimore, Middle River 6c Sparrows point CO. applied for additional 
franchises." 

From street Railway journal ; 

April, 1895 - "Baltimore, Middle River k Sparrows point Electric Ry. will extend its 
line in Baltimore County." 

From street Railway Review ; 

May 15, 1695 - "Contractor has filed bill for Receiver for Baltimore, Middle River k 
Sparrows point Railway Co." 

From "THE SDN" May 17, 1895 - "Back River Line" - First shipment of cars la to 

include 7 open summer and 3 closed cars. The side curtains of the new cars are to 

be arranged so tnat they can be drawn down to the floor in bad weather." 

From street Railway journal : 

July, 1895 - "Baltimore, Middle River k Sparrows point co. have ordered a number of 
oars for their lines." 

Aug. 1695 — "Will extend its line from its present terminus ana build a power house. 

Dec. 1895 —"Will extend its line to Middle River Bridge at once. James young is 

President of the road, W. F. MeLaine is engineer, F*W. Msloon is superintendent." 

From "THE SUN" Sept. 3, 1897 - "The Middle River Road was opened June 1, 1895 and 
extenas from Baltimore street and East Avenue to Middle River, a distance of ten 
miles. It is entirely in Baltimore county. The Middle River company owns 13 
acres of land adjacent to its power house, which will be parked and beautified for 
the use as pleasure grounds. A lake has already been constructed on the property, 
which is known as Silver Lake park." 

From "THE SUN" Sept. 9, 1897 - "The central Railway started work yesterday on 
its connecting line with Baltimore, Middle River it Sparrows point Railway. Its 
extension is south on East Avenue from Fairmount Avenue to Baltimore street, where 
the connection with the tracks of the Middle River Road la mads." 

The bam of the Baltimore, Middle River & sparrows point Electric Railway la at 
Eastern Avenue k Moffat Road. 


















From "The American" of sept. 7, 1896: 

"One of the moat pleasant and truly country rides is to be found on the electric cars 
of the Baltimore, Middle River Sparrows point Railroad, whioh has been termed the 
"Cannon Ball Express". The road Is open at present only as far as Back River, but 
it ia expected that it will be open to the Middle River terminus by September 12, 
the construction of the line over the last four miles, from Back River to Middle 
River, being practically completed. From Baltimore to Middle River - a distance of 
about nine miles - the road runs through country abounding in delightful scenery, 
where the invigorating odor of woodland and meadow and new mown hay comingle with 
the salt air of the Chesapeake Bay, affording one of the coolest, most delightful 
and refreshing trips imaginable. For about five miles the line runs through a 
road shaded on both sides by overhanging trees and through whioh, glimpses of river 
and bay are caught, while at gismore Heights, for instance, a view of the bay for a 
distance of ten miles is obtained. numerous fishing shores and river atfd bay 
pleasure resorts line the entire route, Including Fairy Grove and Back River Race 
Track, there being upwards of three score of such places, each of which has its 
peculiar friends and patrons, and many of them owned by private clubs. The company 
Itself controls three of such resorts. and It is anticipated that in the naar future, 
extensive improvements In the way of pleasure grounds will be made at Middle River. 

The Baltimore, Middle River & Sparrows point Railroad company was organised In 

August 1894; the construction of the road was commenced in the same year, and it was 

opened for travel as far as Back River in Tune, 1895, with a double traok the entire 

way. During the past fiscal year of the company the new extension to Middle River 

has been under construction, this portion of the line being a single track road, with 
sufficient turn-outs to enable cars to be run at intervals of four minutes. The 
Company's bridge over Back River, a quarter of a mile In length, is built on piles, 
with a steel draw in the canter. The Company has also built a.line on Eighth St. 
from Eastern Avenue to Lombard Street, where it connects with the main line, which 
runa from Baltimore street and the city limits to Fifteenth street and Eastern Ave. 
where it connects with the line to Back &. Middle Rivers. The Eighth street line 
gives direct and independent connection with the City a suburbap company's line at 
Eighth St. a Eastern Ave. The 712 foot of iron viaduct built over the tracks of 
the Philadelphia, Wilmington a Baltimore Railroad on the Lombard street line, enables 
the Company to convey passengers from any part of the city to Back and Middle Rivers 
without crossing any steam road at a grade - a most admirable arrangement in the way 
of avoiding delay and Insuring the safety of passenger traffic. so It may be said 
the company during the year has completed what is known as the city extension line 
on Lombard and Eighth streets and from Back River to Middle River, the line running by 
independent right of way, binding on Eastern Avenue to Back River apa then by 
independent right of way to Middle River, binding on the Eastern Avenue turnpike. 

There la very little trestle work along the entire route, in fact but one short 
section - all the rest of the road resting on solid embankment. 

The power plant of the Company is at Back River and consists of a substantial brick 
power house equipped with two 225 horse power McIntosh a Seymour engines, one 150 h.p. 
Ideal, two 250 h.p. multiple General Electric generators, two d- 62 generators and three 
150 h.p. boilers, with necessary switchboards, etc. The road is tracked with steel 
rails and well constructed and ballasted. The car equipment consists of sixteen 
passenger cars and three freight cere, the idea being to give some attention to light 
freight traffic," 






Baltimore, Md. Aug. 15, 1969 


Mr. Alex. Baumgartner 

113 Riverside Road 
ESSEX Baltimore, Md. 212ZL 

Dear Mr. Baumgartner: 

I am pleased that you sent me the 60th Anniversary book 
of Essex and thank you for it. I am from the opposite end of Baltimore. 

Lived on Columbia Avenue (later Washington Boulevard) for 37 years, with 
my grandfather. He moved to #LU2 Columbia Avenue, later #731 in year 
1863. His father lived about 2 squares away (1800-1880) and the first 
of our family settled on Union Street (now Greene St.) and the home is 
shown on city map of 1804 in a section known as "RidgaLy's Delight". 

Grandfather remembered when the Columbia Avenue Methodist Church was built 
in 1644 and it was when I was 6 years old (1878) that the Srnday School had 
a picnic at a place called "denwood". I think it was down Back River Neck 

Road. The open cars (5 of them) were sent up to Columbia Ave. by the Middle 
River line and I recall the long walk from Eastern Avenue road to the grove and 
riding on the swings. Could you identify this picnic ground? Many years 
later when I was grown I served on a Committee to select a picnic site and 
that was Beudel's Park near Middle River. At that time United Railways 
furnished the cars. 

1 was always interested in electric street cars because 
I saw so many pass our house on the way to be repaired or painted at the large 
Carroll Park Shops on Columbia Avenue and when the National Railway Historical 
Society was formed I joined in 1944. There is now a Trolley Museum on the 
Falls Road near North Avenue and 11 of the old cars are there; some in bad 
condition, but it is hoped they will be restored in a few years. The #2665 
open car marked "Back River" was built in 1895 by Barney & Smith Car Co. in 
Dayton. Ohio and sold to the City & Suburban Railway Co. of Baltimore in 1896. 


over— 
















Page U-2 


When United Railways took over the independent railway lines 


in 1899 this car was among the lot of cars. The original number was 
303; United re-numbered it 1155 and used it on Lakeside- Line in 1899 
then No. 494 on Edmondson Ave. line in 1904 finally #2665 in 1906. 


It is a photo of one of the original Baltimore, Kiddle River 


& Sparrows Point cars vhen the line was built in 1895that I am interested 
in, so if any of your readers can help I shall be glad to pay for a copy 
of any photo they may have showing the early Back River car. As stated 
I can identify such cars if 1 see a photo. They seemed to disappear as 
early as 1904 viien United Railways either sold them or destroyed them. 


Write me soon again 


Very truT 



Louis C. Mueller 

3707 Roland Avenue 

Baltimore, Md. 2L2L1 
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Taken Down 


Mtlc* Butcher, of 2-C Byway South, grabbed 
the** shots lost week of the old Middle River 
railroad station along the Penn Control line 
bo fore workmen finished raxing it on 
Wednesday, July 7, The old station, on Baker 
Avenue near the Middle River Post Office, 
has been empty for the past several years. d 
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Railroad Fence 
Repair Urged 


3Q 

Morn.™,Sun Letters to the Editor 

\ t • i . n >i ■ •< • • ^ vsgmB* —i 


Rep, Clarence D. Long this 
week asked the Penn Central 
Railroad to repair the Fence 
between its tracks and 
Middlesex Hoad in Essex, 

The need for repair of the 
fence - between North 
Marlyn Avenue and the 
Edgewood Apartments - was 
brought to Rep, Long’s 
attention at his recent meeting 
with officials of a number of 
community Improvement 
[associations; in the 
Essex-Middie River area, 

Penn Central officials have 
agreed to send an inspector to 
find what repairs are needed. 
Residents note that the present 
| condition of the fence is of 
particular concern because of 
the number of young children 
| m the area. 

The railroad fence was 
| repaired several years ago, also 
at Rep Long’s request, but 
residents report that it has since 
been broken through in several 
places. £cL*tt J $l>rUA' , 


Sir: I read with much interest 
Mr Dilts* article in The Sun for 
August L 1575 entitled: "Next 
Stage in Transit: Trolleys " 1 ap¬ 
plaud the decision of the Phase II 
Study Team in selecting Light 
Hail (trolleys) for the next step in 
revitalizing mass transit Unfor¬ 
tunately! and this is not the fault 
of Mr. Wagner's consultant firm, 
there has been no new experience 
in this field in over 30 years and 
some misconceptions exist among 
consultants and the public alike. 

Specifically, I refer to the op¬ 
position voiced by Mrs. James F. 
Foley of the Original Northwood 
Association to a Loch Raven Bou¬ 
levard Light Rail line. 

First, let me state, 33rd Street 
and Loch Raven Boulevard were 
designed with wide medians for 
future traffic separated streetcar 
lines to be built after World War 
II With the ownership of the Bal¬ 
timore Transit Company passing 
into the hands of a holding compa¬ 
ny with automotive interest back¬ 
ing in 1945, the plan was never 
carried out and Waverly and 
Northwood residents have had to 
fight the narrowing of the medi¬ 
ans by the highwaymen. Light 
Rail can be incorporated without 
disturbing the existing landscap¬ 
ing thanks to the purposeful plant¬ 
ing with the original use of the 
median in mind and the engineer¬ 
ing possibilities of the transit 
mode itself. (In Brussels, a newly 
constructed Light Rail line curves 
around existing trees in a median 
in graceful arcs.) 

The Light Rail line can be built 
to blend with the existing median 
and enhance the neighborhood. 
Grass can be planted right up to 
the railhead; the existing and new 
additional trees will camouflage 
to overhead trolley wire, which 
can be supported by decorative 
poles with wrought iron ornamen¬ 
tation. Such poles can also sup¬ 
port the street lighting, replacing 
the garish aluminum poles now so 
familiar on our main thorough¬ 
fares. Wrought iron fences con¬ 
tained within hedges along the 
sides of the median provide prot¬ 
ection as well as deadening oper¬ 
ating noise, (Light Rail Vehicles 
are less than one-tenth as noisy as 
today's diesel buses.) 

On safety: a Light Rail car can 
accelerate three times faster than 








a bus. important with frequent 
stops, but does not need to exceed 
45 mites per hour to give a faster, 
smoother, quieter ride than the 
transit patron gets today. Since 
1935 Light Rail vehicles have had 
three types of braking: air brakes, 
dynamic or regenerative brakes, 
and magnetic track brakes; the 
stopping effect is that many times 
more effective than with buses or 
autos. 

Finally, a line much as de¬ 
scribed above operates in the me¬ 
dian of St. Charles Avenue in New 
Orleans, through the better neigh¬ 
borhoods of that city and is a 
source of pride and stabilization, 
not a creator of slums. 

We are trying to fill the 30-plus 
year gap in education concerning 
Light Rail technology. The Origi¬ 
nal Northwood Association and 
all other interested citizen's 
groups are invited to write for a 
free slide showing of Light Rail 
world-wide. We are the Light 
Rail Transit Association, 2107 N. 
Charles Street, Baltimore. Md.. 
21218. We'd love to be your meet¬ 
ings’ entertainment and enlight¬ 
enment. 

Martin K. Van Horn. 

Baltimore. Q 











Also Includes Riverdale 
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MTA Extends Area Bus 




Routes To Social Security 


^ Ta meet the Increasing needs of 
Social Security employees, the 
Metropolitan Transit Administration 
began new services directly to the 
Woodlawn complex from Essex-Middle 
River and the Frankfort plaza area as 
of this past Monday. 

According to J.V, Garvey, the MTA 
residentmanager, the changes are part 
of a continuing program of service 
improvement and adjustments to 
better serve employees of the complex 
who come from all sections of the 
metropolitan area. 

The M.T.A, has scheduled Social 
Security service From Essex and 
Middle River via the No, 23. From 
Essex, a bus will leave Taylor Avenue 
and Marlyn Avenue at 5:59 a.m, and 
arrive at the complex at 7:22 a,m. 
From Middle River buses will leave at 
6:03 a.m. and 6:14 a.m. arriving at 7:37 
a.m. and 7:52 a.m, respectively. 
Returning in the p.m., the Essex buses 
will leave at 4:23 p.m. and 4:39 p.m. 


arriving in Essex at 5:59 p.m, and 6:11 
p.m. respectively, A bus For Middle 
River will leave the complex at 4:11 
p.m. to arrive in Middle River at 6:01 
p.m. Enroute to and from Social 
Security, the No 23 line trips will be 
routed via Wildwood Parkway (when 
eastbound) and Woodington Road 
(when westbound) to serve the high 
density uf Social Security employees In 
that area. 

Three trips on the No. 44 line are 
being extended to Social Security to 
provide direct service to Jhe complex, 
for the first time, for Northeast 
Baltimore residents living in the area 
of Frankford Plaza. Buses will leave 
Frankford Plaza at 6:24 6:39 

a.m,, and 6:54 a.m. arriving at Social 
Security at 7:19 a.m., 7:34 a m., and 
7:49 a.m. In the p.m, buses will leave 
the complex at 4:08,4:23, and 4:38 p.m, 
arriving at Frankford Plaza at 5:07, 
5:22, and 5:37 p.m. 

In addition, more service will he 


provided to employees living in the 
Over lea area on the No, 15 line, with 
additional trips to be provided between 
Overlea and Social Security in the a.m, 
and p,m. Buses will now leave Overiea 
at 5:51 am,, 6:00 a.m,. 6:14 a.m,, and 
6:35 a m, arriving at Social Security at 
7:17 a,m„ 7:44 a,m„ and 8:05 a.m' In 
the afternoon, buses will leave Social 
Security at 4:09 p.m., 4:24 p,m. t and 
4:42 p.m., and 5:10 p.m. for Overiea. 

Also, the MTA this week extended its 
No. 23 line to Riverdale Apartments. 
These trips will operate via the present 
No. 23 route to Eastern Boulevard and 
North Fenway Road at which point the 
buses will continue via North Fenway 
Road to Orville Road and back to 
Eastern Boulevard. 
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Anderson Denies Plan 
To Spike Mass Transit 


Co Protect Area Riders 


By ELLISON MOSS 
Baltimore Count) fiurpnu 


BaJtrmon? Cmwity hag n o 
ii -Ffstkm of ’'killing'* the proposed 
Si t billion Baltimore metropolitan 
rea rapid mass transit system, 
County Executive Dale Anderson 
said today 

The comment .nine In the wake 
of a statement by Baltimore 
Mayor D'Alexandra yesterday that 
any refusal of Baltimore County 
lo participate n the system 
the federal Rovermnent 
hasn't set up a trust fund to 
guarantee money for the system 
kill any chances of the 
ystem beir .2 built. 

At a presi conference last 
y Mr. Anderson said die 
ounty can i speed arty more 
money unless it is assured that 
He sysfeni, orct begun, will be 
completed* 

He was feiirfuJ that should 
nstructmo of the system he 
^rted only a few miles might 
' hudt then the system 
'Mndoned her-ause of the lack 
i necessary federal money. 


Mr. Anderson mi Us statement! 
laat week does not apply lo the] 
present transit situation and that 
the engineering studies now in [ 
progress will cufrinua and with 
county participation. 

He said that he ftioughf there, 
eventually will be a trust fund 
for the nation’s mass transit 
problems and that the Baltimore^ 
area svould receiving money from 
dial fund. 

Asked if Mayor D'Alesaadro, 
h.id made the comment without 
bm tTjnmilling him shout the 
sWtont Mr Arxknson said that 
he thought the mayor “had 
spoken again without thanking too 
inuch about It" 1 

The mayor f Mr. Anderson saMJ 
has hrai aware of M$ feelings 1 
about the MTA subject for "quite [ 
some time* There's no question 
about It,” 

Mr, D’Alnsandm was quoted as 
paying that the county was 
looking for an excuse to gel oat i 
of the rapid t ransit system. j 
*Mr, Anderson replied “He ought L 
to know' bel ter than that } I 


f*-s, 

^Lu^n, 


*9i? 


A/oW 


wouldn't have spent the S1B0,000:| 
lT or the initial transit steering 
committee studies* if I was 
looking for an excuse and I 
uoukXn f commit myself, as 1 
to additional monies for 
planning and study. We recognize 
the need lor a rapsd transit 
syirtem/* 

’As a matter of fact/* Mr. 
AJidermt said. "Baltimore County 
is so much more interested hi 
the rapid transit system than the 
mayor is that if has already 
appropriated that $180,000, It's my 
understanding that the mayor in 
Baltimore has allowed h i a 
appropriation to lapse and that 
money is not ntw available 
whereas out money *g already set 
aside. 

The c% commitment to flie 
study was to have been $m0D0. 


MTA Service Sought In Rosedale 


Aa the Rosedale bus 
operation question hangs in the 
balance, steps will soon be 
taken to at least secure some 
kind of bus service for the 
community’s residents. 

A State Senate bill, sponsored 
by Norman R, Stone (D., 6th) ( 
will soon be introduced mLo 
legislature that will require the 
| MTA [Metropolitan Transit 
Authority) to operate ten buses 
l in the Rosedale-Middle 


River-Highlandtown area if the 
Rosedale Passenger Lines, Inc,, 
who currently serves the area, is 
condemned. 

“The seemingly inadequate 
public transit service which this 
area lias had is about to 
deteriorate into no service 
whatsoever as a result of the 
manner in which the MTA has 
handled the matter/* said 
Senator Stone last week. 


3o*+iJ*** 3~f — tit f 

Direct Line 

From The Counties 

^-^Dial • 539-5575 

'Tin.* u,,. »w> *»• «"•»*«. “i"* f obl *7*: 

prtl .Can an (omflMl. and .«« «** '"f*"’" , 

.a il. r.ad. rl . Cal) »;*. U. *• 

,-nm ) f.M. ta 0 tM. ManHaj. thr.^h 
wfht t* Tfc* lY*nini ton, ialtim&rt 21203 . 


I canT uottef’dand why the Metropolitan Transit Au- 
thorilv dne* twilling about the service, or lack of it. pro¬ 
vided by the Rosedale Passenger Une, These ancient buses 
are constanlly breaking down and their riders are forever 
late for work*—CL 

Clayton Sleek, Metropolitan Transit Aulhanty executive 
diredor, said the MTA is thinking about holding a hearing on 
whether or not to remove the line's franchise. "The line is not 
producing satisfactorily, 11 he said, adding that "the lifting of the 
franchise mav be the only and best answer to the problem* 

He explained the company was doing fairly well for a while 
but Its buses have started breaking down again. The Rosrdale 
line now serves approximately 6011,000 passengers a year in 
eastern Baltimore county, Mr. Steele added. 



‘Many of the approximately 
800 passengers who use this 
service daily are dependem 
upon it for Lrftnsporttttron," he 
claimed. “They must be, Ql 
they wouldn’t have put up with 
the inconvenience and 
discomfort which the 
inadequate service has caused/ 1 
For two years the MTA has 
had a running dispute with the 
Rosedale Bus Service to 
Improve its buses and service. 

Obsolescense and equipment 
failures have caused the 
company to Lake six of 13 
buses off the mad* Six of these 
buses were purchased by the 
company when they were 
already 20 years old* 

As a result service has been 
curtailed. The company must 
have ten buses to Fulfill its 
present schedule according Lo 
Clayton S* Steele, executive 
director of MTA, 

Recent actions have brought 
the issue to a head. The bui* 
company has asked For a rate 
increase; the MTA has ordered 
the county bus company to 
she w cause why its license 
should not be lifted. The MTA 
has asked to see the companies 
books, but they have not been 
produced, 

" After such a prolonged 


period of seemingly inadequate 
and inferior service, it is time 
something was done to upgrade 
the bus service to these east 
Baltimore County 

communities/ 3 said Senator 
Stone. 

“! aim to see that some bus 
service is maintained For the 
residents of these areas. 

“Furthermore, I suggest that 
improved service would 
encourage greater usage on the 
part of the public causing the 
service to become 

self-sustaining or even 
profitable financially to the 

providers." 

r - 
























ESSEX MIDDLE RIVER COUNCIL FOR SELF-HELP 


MEETING: Thursday, November 16, 1972 

Place: Middlesex Shopping Center- Essex Library 

Topic: Metro-Transit-Authority 


Speaker: Mr. Headley 



We Instigated the thought for the local bus 
service In our area. Now is the time to unite In the 

Public Hearing. This Nov. 20, 1972 at the Essex Library 
we shall see our results* We need your co-operation to 
assure that the bus will be used. We know It Is necessary. 
Please attend both of these meetings. We will need your 
aid In publicity to the general area public. 


Thank you. 



Pat Heck, Secretary 




Thurs. Nov, 16 -Meeting Time 7:30 p.ra. 
Mon. Nov. 20- Meeting Time 10:00 a.m. 
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BACK RIV55 SUMMER CAR 



(* 3°t) 


In 1894, Baltimore Traction Co. bought car #2665 for "Summer 
Use Only". It had no aisle in the center — passengers boarded and 
alighted from side running boards and the conductors "walked the 
plank" trying to collect fares. The car seated about 45 and running 
board canacity was limited only by foot sizes. 

Long before air conditioning, families "beat the heat" with 
Mom on one end of the car seat and Pop at the other end and anywhere 
up to six kids in between and "completely under control". 
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Memories Of The “Cannon Bali L+pres 

Live On As We Remember .... ff'*' 76 


Bv Helen B. Baumgartner 


(From the files of the Heritage Society of Essex-Middle River, 
IncJ 


The shores along Back and Middle River have always attracted 
large crowds in the summer. In fact, many city dwellers had 
summer homes along these beautiful shores. 

The roads in the early part of this centry were called “Shell*' roads 
because oyster shells were dumped on them to give the horses and 
carriages a firm footing. The road in front of the present Back 
River Neck School also contains broken pottery (under the black 
topJ. This pottery was broken or inferior items made in the big old 
barn which, until it recently burned to the ground, stood behind the 
school. 






In 1894, Baltimore Traction Company bought car for “Summer 
Use Only/* It had no aisle in the center; passengers boarded from 
siderunning boards, and the conductors “walked the plank~ trying 
l« collect fares. The car seated about 45 and running board 
capacity was limited only by foot Long before air con¬ 

ditioning* families “beat the heat“ with Mom at one end of the car 
seal. Pop at the other* and anywhere tip in six kids in between and 
"completely under control/* 


I understand very nice china was made here, and 1 
hope to be able to get more information on it for 
another article. The road leading back to the barn 
was* and still is, called Pottery Farm Road. 

Horses, buggys and farm wagons were used to carry 
people to the shores along Back River Neck Road 
Then, on Sept, 3, 1895, the Baltimore, Middle River 
and Sparrows Point Railway trolley car line was 
opened and extended from Baltimore Street and East 
Avenue to the Middle River Bridge, a distance of 
about ten miles. 

The trolley line was located entirely in Baltimore 
County at that time, although Baltimore City has 
since annexed the section from Baltimore Street and 
East Avenue to Eastern Avenue and 45th Street. The 
trolley cars ran until 8 PM, after which time the cows 
were turned out to feed on the grass and weeds 
growing in the tracks. The first shipment of cars for 
the trolley line included seven open or summer cars 
and three closed cars. The summer cars had side 
curtains which could be pulled down to the floor in 
bad weather. 

On Sept 7, 1896, the American carried an article 
which read, in part: “One of the most pleasant and 
truly country rides is to be found on the electric cars 
of lhe Baltimore, Middle River & Sparrows Point 
Railroad, which has been termed the 'Cannon Ball 
Express* — From Baltimore to Middle River - a 
distance of about nine miles - the road runs through 
country abounding in delightful scenery — affording 
one of the coolest, most delightful and refreshing 


Jirf 


Do you have an old 
photograph taken before 
1950 , that fells an intersting 
story of our community . // 
you mould like to have if 
published call. The Avenue 
at 687-7775 


All photos will be retur¬ 
ned to owner 


kk 


w 


trips imaginable. For about five miles, the line mns 
through a road shaded on both sides by over banging 
trees and through which glimpses of river and bay 
are caught —' 

Of course* this was written before 
the sanitation plant was built on Back River 
before it became polluted. H seems a shame to have 
spoiled what must have been very beautiful. There 
were numerous fishing shores and river and bay 
pleasure resorts along the route of the trolley car for 
those who cared to stop off, A few of these were Fairy 
Grove. Back River Race Track and the famous 
Hollywood Park, which opened on Eastern Avenue at 
Back River Bridge in 1895, 

Riders of the trolley cars who wanted to go to the 
shores located along Back River Neck Road could get 
off at Josenbans Corner and ride on the Jitney buses 
which would take them to Rocky Point and the other 
beach resorts for a M Jit" or five cents These shores 
were so busy that church and club groups would have 
io make reservations as much as a year m advance to 
ensure space on the day they w anted their picnics or 
outings 

The people riding the trolleys came to be iriends 
with the conductors. A well-known Essex resident. 
Melvin Lindsay, was one of these friendly conductors 
who not only ran the cars but did hlfl courting there 
also. His widow is Myrtle Lindsay Dudrow. better 
known as “Aunt Myrt" to her mam Essex friends 
and to the Heritage Society of which she is a co- 
founder. 


This is how the Moffel Avenue Car Barn looked about *930, 11 was 
located on the earner of IVIoffel Avenue on what was once the 























HELLO!! 


I'm Jeffrey Goldman President of, probably the most unique 
Charter Bus Company in the United States, the Double Dekker Bus 
Company. 

We have been running successful trips to Atlantic City and 
will be expanding our program to include short and long trips up 
and down the East Coast.* 

We are the only Charter Bus Company that has double dekker 
buses which travel interstate. With a commercial kitchen, airline 
type food service, movies aboard, a lounge, and all of the other 
standard amenities, never has the phrase, "YOU HAVE TO SEE IT TO 
BELIEVE IT", been more appropriate. As a result, we have been 
taking the bus to various groups and organizations for a showing 
on the bus with food and music aboard. Frankly, we can only do 
this since we are a new Company and haven't completely filled 
our early summer calendar. But, as the season progresses, it 
will be increasingly difficult to have these showings. 

I look forward to hearing from you in the near future. 



Sincerely yours, 


"HIDE DOUBLE DEKKEH KOH A MOVING EXPERIENCE" 


♦ pending ICC approval 


419 West Redwood St. f Balto., MD 21201 
(301) 837-4477 
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Eastpomt Church Issues 


I Elderly Bus Fare Cards 1 

t Reduced Rate 


The Mass Transit Administration 
released ibis week an Eastpomt 
! location where Essex-Middle River 
senior citizens may acquire iden¬ 
tification cards and special tokens to 
ride MTA buses at a revised reduced 
rate for the elderly. 


local ion to obtain ID cards 
and tokens now is at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, 7832 Eastern 
Avenue, across from the Easlpoint 
shopping center, during the week from 
1° a m. to 3 p.m. The next closesi 
location for Ihis community is at the 

Dundalk* Ateaze Center in Fort 
HoIabinTs servicemen's club, during 
Monday* Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10:30 ajn to .2:30 pjiu 

The other week MTA officials revised 
the original reduced rate fare plan for 
senior citizens 65 years of age and older 
to 15 cents. The reduced rate plan 
becomes effective on Monday, April 3. 
The standard fare rate to ride an MTA 
bus is 30 cents. 

> The MTA said thpt there will be no 
^additional charges in the reduced plan 
[ for transfers, but. they said, zone and 
special fares will remain the same. 

The reduced fares will be in effect at 
all times except during the weekday 
rush hours between 7 and t) a,m. and 4 
and fi p m. excluding holidays. 

The reduced fare plan requires all 
senior citizens boarding a MTA bus to 
show the identification card and to 
depoist a special reduced fare token. 
Without either, the full fare is required. 

“By receiving an ID card between 
March 15 and April 3, those who have a 
card will be able to participate in the 
program immediately upon its 
inauguration on April 3, However ID 
cards will continue to be issued at 
regular locations after the program is 
Initiated/* explained Walter J. 
Addison* mass transit administrator, 
this week. 

Senior Citizen ID and token centers 
have been established throughout the 
metropolitan area 

To receive an ID card, a senior 
(Continued on Page 5) 


citizen need only go to one of the official 
registration centers and fill out an 
application. Residents must show 
identifies l ion proof of age as a 
Medicare card, birth certificate, 
driver's license or baptismal cer¬ 
tificate. 

Tokens, which will be sold at 
numerous neighborhood and downtown 
locations as drug stores, banks, retail 
stores other outlets will not go on sale 
until March 27 Token locations at 
present have nol been listed. 

Mr. Addison urged senior citizens to 
check with senior citizen clubs in the 
area prior to registering at the East* 
poini location since many clubs will be 
registering its own members, j 


\S.C Revokes 
Rosedale Bos 

I _ # 3 *>/*•> 

I Line Permit 

26, 1*1 ? C 

Commissioner Charles E. Ed¬ 
mondson of the Public Service 
Commission announced that the 
commission is revoking the per¬ 
mits issued to Rosedale Passen¬ 
ger Lines, Inc., effective April 
I 30. 

Mr. Edmondson said that this 
action is unique and to the com 
| mission’s knowledge is the first 
I time a passenger carrier has 
| had its operating authority re- 
[ voked. The company operates 
right passenger buses and serv- 
e? the eastern part of Baltimore 
| County, over various routes to 
Rosedale, Chesaco Park. Mar- 
tins. Oliver Beach and Watson 
I Point. 

The action of the commission 
was taken after people's coun- 
| sel filed a complaint with the 

♦*- — * 

- -- 0 -- 

BUS PERMIT REVOKED 

(Continued from Page 1) 
commission in December 196P 
urging an investigation of th< 
service furnished by the carrier 
In addition, between June 1 
1969 and November 30, 1969 
25 service complaints were made 
to the commission's Transports- 
tidn Division. 

Mr, Edmondson said that 
checks made by the commis¬ 
sion s staff indicated that sche¬ 
dules were not being adhered tc 
and in some instances were omit 
ted. 


















OUR HERITAGE 


0 ? 

BY HELEN B. BAUMGARTNER 

The shores along Back and Middle Rivers have always attracted large crowds in the 
summer. In fact, many city dwellers had summer homes along these beautiful shores. 
The roads in the early part of this century were called "Shell" roads because 
oyster shells were dumped on them to give the horses and carriages a firm footing. 
The road in front of the present Back River Neck School also contains broken 
pottery (under the black top). This pottery was broken or inferior items made 
in the biq old barn which, until it recently burned to the ground, stood in back 
of the school, I understand very nice china was made here and I hope to be able 
to get more information on it for another article. The road leading back to the 
barn was, and still is, called Pottery Farm Road. 

Horses, buqgys and farm wagons were used to carry people to the shores along Back 
River Neck Road. Then, on September 3, 1895, the Baltimore, Middle River and 
Sparrows Point Railway trolley car line was opened and extended from Baltimore 
Street and East Avenue to the Middle River Bridge, a distance of about ten miles. 
The trolley line was located entirely in Baltimore County at that time, although 
Baltimore City has since annexed the section from Baltimore Street and East Avenue 
to Eastern Avenue and *»5th Street. The trolley cars ran until 8 p.m., after which 
time the cows were turned out to feed on the grass and weeds growing in the 
tracks. The first shipment of cars for the trolley line included seven open or 
summer cars and three closed cars. The surmer cars had side curtains which could 
be pulled down to the floor in bad weather. 

On September 7, 1896, The American carried an article which read, in part: - 
"One of the most pleasant and truly country rides is to be found on the electric 
cars of the Baltimore, Middle River & Sparrows Point Railroad, which has been 
termed the 'Cannon Ball Express! - - - From Baltimore to Middle River - a distance 
of about nine miles - the road runs through country abounding in delightful 







OUR HERITAGE - Continued 



scenery - - - affording one of the coolest, most delightful and refreshing trips 
imaginable* For about five miles, the line runs through a road shaded on both 
sides by overhanging trees and through which glimpses of river and bay are caught 
Of course, this was written before the sanitation plant was built on Back River 
and before it became polluted. It seems a shame to have spoiled what must have 
been very beautiful. There were numereous fishing shores and river and bay 
pleasure resorts along the route of the trolley car for those who cared to stop 
off* A few of these were Fairy Grove, Back River Race Track and the famous 
Hollywood Park, which opened on Eastern Avenue at Back River Bridge in 1895* 



Riders of the trolley cars who wanted to go to the shores located along Back 
River Neck Road could get off at Josenhans Corner and ride on the Jitney buses 
which would take them to Rocky Point and the other beach resorts for a 11 Jit 11 or 
5C# These shores were so busy that church and club groups would have to make 
reservations as much as a year in advance to ensure space on the day they wanted 
their picnics or outings* 


The people riding the trolleys came to be friends with the conductors, A well* 
known Essex resident, Melvin Lindsay, was one of these friendly conductors who 
not only ran the cars but did his courting there also. His widow is Myrtle 
Lindsay Oudrow, better known as "Aunt Myrt M to her many Essex friends and to 
The Heritage Society of which she is a co-founder. 


o 









m 


i 




































6 

dLft 


IvAd/V aS 


£<zsie rn 


*4- /W 0 e 6 /4 w'en t'es 


- ,#i 


&-bo ST !*?3 o • 


//o 3?- 


/ 






STREET CAR BARN 


This is how the Moffet Avenue Car Barn looked around 1930. 
It was located on the corner of Moffet Avenue and Eastern Avenue 
on what was once Moffet*s Farm. Incidentally, the Moffet farm 
house was the location of the first telephone exchange in Essex. 
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Farewell To Street G: 
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1915—Business was brisk on the Back River line, with rider., hanging on the side, as sketch shows. 
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1014—Motormen pose proudly ‘tside thlr street car, with its "Pay As Yon Enter* 1 reminder, j 
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Pastime—! 


\\ prcmr*. Nothing like having your 
refrtgcrator and evens along 

Novr ti * ih* business tide Mr. Goldman 
* rs working on Rowing the bus to prosper 
live tourists 

A _ f - * Wt made a lot of mistakes converting 

Lj I*. / _ , ^ I x . I out first bu*" hr wd. but «e learned 

jpHt“lGVBl travel 

X Wail lilt von w the next one. And I 

« ait until every big city in tb* roamry lias | 

P ft *1 1*1 J a fleet of double-deckers, with entertain- 

Goldman s bus combats borcdoiv 


Hy l*aar Kch^rt 


"All that I m intending to do/ said Jef¬ 
frey Goldman, standing beside his new 
double-decker bus on a street comer in 
Randalls town. 4 is simply to revolutionise 
travel. 

"Or maybe you should call me a reac¬ 
tionary. because what l intend to do is 
turn the dock back, 1 want to make get¬ 
ting there the same kind of fun that It used 
to be-before the airplane made it Just in¬ 
cidental;* 

With that explanation, he ted a group of 
prospective passengers on a guided tour of 
the bus. 

He calls It "Double-Dekker/ 1 and ev¬ 
erybody who visits agrees it T s a striking, 
and a different means of bus travel 

It isn't the common ordinary red of rhe 
ttreet bus Reeia in Piccadilly or the 
Strand. 

Rather iff an attractive shade of greer 
called metal flake, the same high quality 
he Informs uj, that is used when paintinj 
aircraft 

inside the seats, finished la green ve¬ 
lour, are the same as those used on air¬ 
planes. Ordinary street-bus seats are too 
uncomfortable for long-distance travel. 

He said he found that out the hard way. 
after all the expense of rebuilding the old 
fceats, then try ing them oul on a couple- 
hour ride He returned with a stiff poster¬ 
ior and promptly ordered them replaced 

The familiar spiral staircase leads to a 
second floor with stained glass skylights 
and d big 23-Inch video-box that can show 
casseue-movies while the bus is eo route 

Downstairs several rows of seats have 
been ripped oul to make way for a table 
on which passengers can play cards or 
vbere snacks can be made available. 

The large toilet-wash room contains a 
lull-length mirror, a tile floor and named 
glass wmdmrs 

Th* rear of downstairs is a kitchen con¬ 
taining a 50 cubic-foot refrigerator that 
bolds enough food to feed 40 people for 
four days, and several interewavp oven* 

"We have a hostess on board shell be 
servmg hot food and cold drinks People 
can leave their scats and go upstairs or 
downstairs They can eat. they can play 
cards, they can watch a movie. 

"There's nothing like it anywhere In the 
country Wherever you go, bus travel Is an 
awful bore. We think that's going to 
change, 

"Even the ICC admitted we had an 
original idea. That’s why they gave us a 
permit. 

ik There just tsn t any reason that people 
traveling for pleasure should be tied down 
to one seat for hour? with nothing to do. 
nowhere to go. nothing to eat or dhnk ex 
cepl at rest stops " 

Mr Goldman has been driving his bus 
around town showing it eff to groups. 
mostly of elderly people 

Elderly people are the mam users of 
buses for pleasure travel he said They 


are always going on trips. And when they 
do. they like to be social. 

‘They don't like to sit around doing no¬ 
thing. just waiting to get there They want 
entertainment along the way ." 

The Idea for the conversion came to 
him many years ago when he had been 
taking a bus trip himself and was boreO 
stiff with it and began fantasizing about 
what he would do if 

In those days, he was broke. *o bh fan 
tasies remained just that 

But more recently after he became an 
officer in the merchant manne he ac 
quired a little extra cash and revived his 
fantasy. 

He bought an old double-decker from 
an importer in Honda and recruited some 
of his fnends to convert it to a comfort 
cruiser. 

’When wp started it was mostly for 
fun." he recalled "Bui even for fun. «f 
began to find out how expensive it was 
"Prettv soon T was out of cash and had 
te go to the bank and To *nme money-men 
for financial backing 

They examined th*> bus and I ex¬ 
plained my intentions- and, to my sur¬ 
prise. they nodded their heads and said n 
wasn’t a had idea Ves, a new concept in 
bus travel would be great, they said 

Only, they said, if this bus wasn't 
going to he a hobby, if u was going to be t 
real business, then everything had in he 
done first'dass 

So wc had to gu back and tear nut 
practically everything I and my friend * 
had already done and have \\ done over b* 
professionals * 

Since Intended to take tripi- out of 
state we needed an ICC license Peopi<» 
advised us lo buy an existing one-which 
would cost an awful lot of money. 

But the ICC will Issue a license if 
you're offering a service nobody else is in 
to We applied and showed them the bus | 
and explained what we intend to do 
"They agreed H was a new serv ice and 
toned us a license/ 

ft took a year and a half to com m iht 
bin Th* British engine and power ireifl I 
had to be replaced with nwe available [ 
American pans, the Miipen^r hj<j N 
changed for more comfort on long dist 
ance trips, the interior was redone m the 
quality and style of an airplane 

Mow the rebuilding is done and Douhle- 
Dekker is a going concern 

"We've taken groups on one-day tup*I 
to Atlantic City, and on the wav »r>| 
showed them a film on how in gam Me 

We ve had a group for several days le I 
N9 g v Head there we :k hm for iUi 


















SWIM BABY SHORE PARK" is the sign on this car, run¬ 
ning along the shore of the Chesapeake Bay in August 
1947. Thes e cars which became known as the "red 
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rockets, served the Sparrows Point shipyard and steel I 
mill on weekdays and carried the crowds to Bay Shore on 
Sundays and holidays, according to the book, “Who Made I 
All The Streetcars Go?". 1 
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UR1NG WORLD WAR I, the United attempted 

peaks brought about by shift changes at Sparrowa 
flfit shipyard by putting down a new spur line with a ore- 

|a' a L Fun Ininn 1 -irfay much of the fill in the 
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Explains 


eetcars Here 


BY JEAN WALSH 
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he cut-beck of the No 23 
{was pm; i pa ted by u an act 
In August, 1933, a 
leone severely damaged 
^bridge over Back River, 
tier than go to the expense 
^pairing the span, the BTC 
simply put a Shuttle car on the 


vicinity of Shallow Creek on 
thf portion of the loop between 
Bay Shore Pork and Port 
j Reward The company never 
tred this damage ei tlier, 
though \a. 26 cars still 
to both places, the former 
practice of making a circuit of 
(he loop was no longer 
possible" 

Tftfs is one of the many 
tactual and-or anecdotal] 
paragraphs in the new 319- 
page hard-back book with 270 
il HmU rations, "Who Made All 
H|fr Streetcars Go?" which is 
the Story of rail transit in 
Baltimore It was released 
ftym the printer on Sep- 


workers. Photograph from the now book, ' Who Made AH 
The Streetcars Gq?*\ 

Baltimore NHHS Publications | r<J ^ 

Rational Railway Historical 


Society) 

fhrt 


ated protiort of the route ^ ___ 

I between Ruck and Middle fenVber 20, two years after it 
[Risers, This jerkwater wp$ seriously begun bv 
ration begun August 24, \ft^[ e l R. Farrell, an aeH 
J and was replaced by a chuntant, photographer, 
hms almost exactly one year yV ;rHor a ndflhilw to buff from 
| later. The same storm washed t 'humsvilfj fhr 

r tXiiE 


book, which outlines the 
development of street cur rail 

systems in Baltimore and its 
environs* includes in- 
formation about curl ailed 
se -vice on certain lines which 
ct hn mated in l he complete 
removal of all rail traffic on 
st reets and roads around the 
ci y in 1963 M 1 ells the 
fo lowing story of the No, 23 
streetcar line, from Grudy 
si met to Rack Rjver* which 
w. is? discontinued, 

k t,il had stopped several 
m les shod of the Glenn L, 
Mftrfin aircraft plant, to 
which through service was 
urgently needed for way 
workers, For this purpose 
buses were now pulled off 
other limes, reselling in the 
sconii nuance of some bus 


otrfes and 
mlmenl of 


the drastic cur- 
many others." 5 

















Needed Fo 
Shuttle Bus 


Essex area, and in the process, 
ill provide more direct bus service to 
a the Essex Community College - 
lie Franklin Square ' Hospital 
as complex. At the present time, 
as riders desiring to travel to the 
complex from the heart of Essex 
r- must first lake the Number 23 bus 
th downtown, and transfer twice, 
w riding the Number 35 bus jp, the 
le college-hospital area, i’he whole 
If, ordeal would take approximate! 
JJT an hour or more to go me distant.. 
$, fro m t hr eg to five miles, according 

d Two community organlzaUpns, 
;o the Essex-Middle River Civic 
Council and ’the Essex-Middle 
River Council fftr Self-Help are 
gearing up a campaign to get 
active citizen support for'the Essex 
area shuttle service.^ 

In separate mee®g s on two 
days last week, members of both 
groups heard Mrs. Heck outline the 
tentative route the shuttle would 
follow. 

From the hospital-college area, 
the bus would travel 


Neck to the Fox Ridge area, 

Mrs. Heck said that two buses 
would run the route continuously 
all day long and In the evening if it 
is warranted. She also said that 
residents could transfer to either 
the Number 23 or Number 35 line at 
various points along the way. 

She has also compiled a study of 
'ly-fc present and potential business and 
ce * residential growth in the area 
encompassed by the proposed bus 
route, W’hich she wifi present at the 
hearing. 

Any civic grotfps interested in 
having Mrs. Heck explain the new 
shuttle plan in detail at their next 
meeting may call her at 687-5734. 
Meanwhile, Councilman Harry 


I addition to one of the present Urn 
I no public hearing would have be 
■necessary, and the MTA cqt 
■have decided whether or not to 
■ahead with plans on their own, ' 
However, Mrs. Pat Rec 
(Secretary of the Essex-Middle 
I River Council for seJf-Help 
I reminded that It's now up^to the 
residents of the ccmuMnlty to 
come out In full force to show 
support for ihe proposal at the 
hearing. 

Officials of the MTA agree that 
resident response to the shuttle 
proposal at Ihe upcoming hearing 
will definitely effect whelher or not 
the service is Instituted. 

The “Essex Line" as the new 
shuttle would be known, would run 
back and forth through the greater 


- \ — r - ua^ aisu 

been working with MTA officials 
over the need for additional bus 
service to and from the Essex area 
Bartenfelder said, “The need for 
surface transportation isl 
continually Increasing as the 
enrollment at the college and the 
use of the hospital facilities keeps 
sp raling. He added. “This need 
will become- ordeal when the 
Regional Health Center becomes I 


■ ■ down 

Rossville Blvd, to Stemmers Run 
Road, and continue south to Mace 
Avenue and then right on Mace to 
Eastern Avenue. After turning left 
on Eastern Avenue, the bus would 









Towson Link Begins Sept.2 


The Mass Transit 
Administration the No. 2 
Essex bus line wilt be ex¬ 
tended to the Overlea area 
beginning September 2. 

"With this extension, we 
expect increase^jridership on 
the No, 2, for now tysex area 
residents in Overlea and 
Rosedale will havt> direct 
access to other parts of the 
city and county/* ®ays Walter 
J, Addison, Mass Transit 
Administrator. 

The new extension will 
consist of two additional 
branches of th^ No 2 line. One 
will proceed from Golden 
Ring Mall north on Rossvilie 
Boulevard then west on 
Philadelphia Road to Ken¬ 
wood Avenue. 

From this point, the new 
extension continues north to 
Fullerton Avenue, south on 
Be lair Road to a layover stop 
at Fleetwood Avenue and 
Northern Parkway This 
layover stop at Fleetwood 
Avenue and Northern Park¬ 
way. This layover will provide 
a transfer point to the No, 55 
line to Towson, the No. 44X to 
downtown Baltimore, and the 
No 15 line on Belair Road. 

The second branch of the 
No, 2 wilt follow the existing 
route from Golden Ring Mall 
north on Rossvilie Boulevard 


to Essex Community College will not affect the existing 
and Franklin Square Hospital, structure of the No, 2, which 
U will then continue to will continue to provide 


Radeeke Avenue, Fullerton 
Avenue and south on Belair 
Road. 

From Belair Road, the 
extension will proceed to the 
layover point at Fleetwood 
Avenue and Northern Park¬ 
way where transfers can be 
made. 

These two new branches 


service from Fox Ridge to 
Essex Community College 
and Franklin Square Hospital. 

Patrons will still be able to 
lake the No. 2 from Fox Ridge 
via Williams Avenue to Back 
River Neck Road, and then 
proceed west on Eastern 
Boulevard where they can 
transfer to the No. 23 line. 


The No/ 2 service also 
continues past the Middlesex 
Shopping Center, goes north 
on Mace Avenue to Myrth 
Avenue, Marlyn Avenue, 
Summers Run Road. 
Rossvilie Boulevard and into 
Golden Ring Mall. 

For more information on 
MTA bus services call 539-5000 j 
or write the MTA at 1515 
Washington Boulevard. 
Baltimore, Maryland, 21230, 
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MTA*s expansion of the No. 2 hut line follows the 
route proposed by the Coalition for the Improve-j 
ment of Public Transportation, Extended service 
begins Sept. 2. 
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Pulaski industrial center 


T ransport ation 
Service Sought 
By H.R.D.A. 

Hurfian Resources Develop- 
ment Agency of Baltimore I 
County, Inc., a private] 
organization with an outreach 
office in Essex, is applying to the 
U.S. Department of Tran¬ 
sportation for financial 
assistance to aid in the purchase 
of five 12 passenger vans and 
special equipment designed to 
meet the special transportation 
needs of the elderly and han 
dicapped. 

H.R.D.A. plans to provide 
transportation services to 
medical and health facilities* 
shopping centers, lunch plus 
programs, senior centers, social 
welfare offices and other 
essential locations, including 
connections to olher available | 
transport facilities that are) 
inaccessible from home. 

The service will be provided ai 
little or no cost to the people j 
mainly living in the Essex-Middle 
River, Bengies * Ch ase♦ 
Edgemere, Duadalk-Turner's 
Station, West Catonsville and 
Della areas. 
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